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The Pikisian Kesokstion® |
March 23, 1940 |

While approving and endorsing the action taken by the
council and the working committee of the All India Muslim |
League, as indicated in their resolutions dated the 27th of |
| August, 17th and 18th of September and 22nd of October 1939, |
. and 3rd of February 1940 on the constitutional issue, this
session of the All India Muslim League emphatically reiterates
| that the scheme of federation embodied in the Government of |

India Act, 1935, is totally unsuited to, and unworkable in the |
peculiar conditions of this country and is altogether unacceptable |
to Muslim India. n'

It further records its emphatic view that while the dec- |
laration dated the 18th of October 1939, made by the Viceroy |
on behalf of His Majesty’s Government is reassuring in so far |
as it. declares that the policy and plan on which the Government
of India Act, 1935, is based will be reconsidered in consultation
with the various parties, interests and communities in India,
Muslim India will not be satisfied unless the whole constitutional
plan is reconsidered de novo and that no revised plan would be
acceptable to the Muslims unless it is framed with their approval
and consent.

Resolved that it is the considered view of this session of the
All India Muslim League that no constitutional plan would be
workable in this country or acceptable to the Muslims unless
it is designed on the following basic principle, viz. that geogra-
phically contiguous units are demarcated into region which
should be so constituted, with such territorial readjustments
as may be necessary, that the areas in which the Muslims are
numerically in a majority as in the North-Western and Eastern
zones of India should be grouped to constitute ‘Independent

*Resolution of the All India Muslim League from December 1938 to March

1940, published by (Nawabzada) Liaguat Al Khan, M. A. (Oxon), MIA. (UP)
Barrister-at-Law, Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League, Delhi, pp. 47-48.
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States in which the constituent units shall be autonomous and
sovereign.

That adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards should
be specifically provided in the constitution for minorities in these
units and in the regions for the protection of their religious,
cultural, economic, political, administrative and other rights
and interests in consultation with them and in other parts of
India where the Mussalmans are in a minority adequate, effective
and mandatory safeguards shall be specifically provided in the
constitution for them and other minorities for the protection
of their religious, cultural, economic, political, administrative
and other rights and interests in consultation with them.

This session further authorises the working committee
to frame a scheme of constitution in accordance with these basic
principles, providing for the assumption finally by the respective
regions of all powers such as defence, external affairs, communi-
cations, customs and such other matters as may be necessary.
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Annexure II

*Resolution of the Muslim League Legislators’
Comvention on the Pakistan Demand

April 89,1946

Whereas, in this vast subcontinent of India, a hundred
million Muslims are the adherents of a faith which regulates
every department of their life (educational, social, economic
and political), whose code is not confined merely to spiritual
doctrines and tenets or rituals and ceremonies and which stands
in sharp contrast to the exclusive nature of Hindu dharma
and philosophy which has fostered and maintained for thousands
of years a rigid caste system resulting in the degradation of 60
million human beings to the position of untouchables, creation
of unnatural barriers between man and man and superimposition
of social and economic inequalities on a large body of the people
of this country, and which threatens to reduce Muslims, Chris-
tians and other minorities to the status of irredeemable helots,
socially and economically ;

Whereas the Hindu caste system is a direct negation of
nationalism, equality, democracy and all (the) noble.ideas that
Islam stands for ;

Whereas different historical backgrounds, traditions,
cultures, social and economic orders of the Hindus and Muslims
have made impossible the evolution of a single Indian nation
inspired by common aspirations and ideals and whereas after
centuries they still remain two distinct major nations ;

Whereas, soon after the introduction by the British of the
policy of setting up political institutions in India on the lines of
Western democracies based on majority rule, which meant that
the majority of one nation or society could impose its
will on the majority of the other nation or society in spite of
their opposition, as was amply demonstrated during the two and

*Resolutions of the All India Muslim League from January 1944 to December
1946, published by Mr.Liaquat Ali Khan, M.A. (Oxon), Honorary Secretary, All India

Muslim League, pp. 45-47.




a half years’ regime of Congress Governments in the Hindu-
majority provinces under the Government of India Act, 1935,
when the Muslims were subjected to untold harrassment and
oppression as a result of which they were convinced of the
futility and ineffectiveness of the so-called safeguards provided
in the Constitution and in the Instrument of Instructions to the
Governors and were driven to the irresistible conclusion that in
a united Indian federation, if established, the Muslims, even in
majority provinces, would meet with better fate and their rights
and interests could never be adequately protected against the
perpetual Hindu majority at the centre;

Whereas the Muslims are convinced that with a view to saving
Muslim India from the domination of the Hindus and in order
to afford them full scope to develop themselves according to
their genius, it is necessary to constitute a sovereign indepen-
dent State, comprising Bengal and Assam in the North-East
zone and the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, Sind and
Baluchistan in the North West zone ;

This convention of the Muslim League legislators of India
central and provincial, after careful consideration hereby dec
lares that the Muslim nation will never submit to any consti-
tution for a united India and will never participate in any single
constitution-making machinery set up for the purpose, and that
any formula devised by the British Government for transferring
power from the British to the peoples of India, which does not
conform to the following just and equitable principles calculated
to maintain internal peace and tranquillity in the country, will
not contribute to the solution of the Indian problem;

1. That the zones comprising Bengal and Assam in the
North-East and the Punjab, North-West Fronter Province, Sind
and Baluchistan in the North-West of India, namely, Pakistan
zones, where the Muslims are in a dominant majority, be consti-
tuted into a sovereign independent State and that an unequivo-
cal undertaking be given to implement the establishment of
Pakistan without delay ;

2. That two separate constitution-making bodies be set
up by (the) peoples of Pakistan and Hindustan for the purpose
of framing their respective constitutions;




3. That the minorities in Pakistan and Hindustan be
provided with safeguards on the lines of the All-India Muslim
League resolution passed on the 23rd of March 1940, at Lahore.

4. That the acceptance of the Muslim League demand
of Pakistan and its implementation without delay are the sine
qua non for the Muslim League co-operation and participation
in the formation of an interim Government at the centre.

This convention further emphatically declares that any
attempt to impose a constitution on a united India basis or to
force any interim arrangement at the centre, contrary to the
Muslim League demand, will leave the Muslims no alternative
but to resist such imposition by all possible means for their
survival and national existence.




Annexure II1

*Resolution passed at the Sind Provincial Muslim
League Conference, Karachi, 8-9th October, 1938.

Whereas the refusal on the part of the working committee
of the Indian National Congress to negotiate a communal
settlement with the All-India Muslim League, on the plea that
the All-India Muslim League is not the sole representative body
of the Mussalmans of India indicates the Congress resolve to
perpetually divide and rule the Muslim community, and thus
once more mar the prospects of an amicable and peaceful
solution of the Indian minorities problem, for which the League
has tried in vain for more than 15 years.

Whereas the Congress has by means of its powerful press
and purse, launched a campaign of Muslim Mass Contact to
cause disruption and division in the Muslim community with
the object of deceiving the world into the belief that it is the
sole representative organisation of entire India.

Whereas it has deliberately established purely Hindu rule
in certain provinces by forming ministries either without Muslim
ministers or with Muslim ministers having no following among
Muslim members, in direct and flagrant violation of the letter
and spirit of the Convention of India Act, 1935 and the Instru-
ment of Instructions.

Whereas the ministries so formed have established a sort
of rule which has for its aim the intimidation and demoralisa-
tion of Muslims, the extermination of the healthy and nation-
building influences of Muslim culture, the suppression of Muslim
religious customs and their religious obligations and elimination
of their political rights as a separate community.

Whereas it has in open defiance of the democratic princi-
ples persistently endeavoured to render the power of the Muslim
majorities ineffective and important in the North-Western Pro-
vince; Bengal, the Punjab and Sind by trying to bring into

*Jamil-ud-din Ahmad
Historic documents of the Muslim Freedom Movement, Lahore, publishers
United Ltd., 1970 pp. 255-258.
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power or by supporting coalition ministries not enjoying the
confidence of the majority of Muslim members and the Muslim
masses of those provinces. _

Whereas Congress has superimposed the authority of its
High Command, a sort of fascist dictatorship, over the working
of the Congress ministries to prevent the healthy growth of
parliamentary conventions and establishment of constitutional
traditions, to deprive the Muslims of their due share and have
refused to reconstitute ministries in consonance with the consti-
tution, having due regard to the rights and interests of Muslims.

Whereas the Congress has decided :

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

to enforce Vidya Mandir Scheme in the teeth of
Muslim opposition ;

to foist the Bande Matram on Muslims and others as
a national anthem in callous disregard of the feelings
of Muslims who consider the song as not only idolat-

rous but it is in origin and conception a hymn of
hatred to Muslims ;

to make Hindi with Devangiri script as the Lingua
Franca of India in total defiance of the protests and
wishes of the minorities with a view to inculcating
Hindu religious ideas, philosophy and culture and
establish dominance of Brahmanic culture in India ;

to introduce and enforce joint electroates in local
bodies with the strength of their majority and thus
deprive Muslims of securing their true representation:

to close Urdu schools wherever possible and dis-
courage the teaching of the Urdu language, and thus
ultimately wipe it off ;

to suppress freedom of press and freedom of speech
and legitimate action under the pretext of preventing
incitement to violence and maintenance of law and
order ;

to interfere with the age-long religious privileges and
usages of the Muslim community by force of arm and
resort to repressive measures.
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Whereas the majority community of India has fostered and
maintained since thousands of years a rigid caste system of
theirs which is a negation of nationalism, equality, democracy
and all the noble ideals that the modern world aspires to and
stands for and which system has furher superimposed social and
economic inequalities upon a vast body of the people of this
country and reduced millions of them to the position of irre-
deemable helots.

And whereas the evolution of a single united India and
united Indian nation inspired by common aspirations and
common ideals being impossible of realisation on account of the
caste-ridden mentality and anti-Muslim policy of the majority
community, and also on account of acute differences of religion,
language, script, culture, social laws and outlook on life of the
two major communities and even of race in certain parts.

This conference considers it absolutely essential in the
interests of an abiding peace of the vast Indian continent and in
the interests of unhampered cultural development, the economic
and social betterment, and political self-determination of the two
nations known as Hindus and Muslims, to recommend to All-
India Muslim League to review and revise the entire question
of what should be the suitable constitution for India which will
secure honourable and legitimate status due to them, and that
this conference, therefore, recommends to the All-India Muslim
League to devise a scheme of constitution under which Muslims
may attain full independence.

Further this conference records its emphatic disapproval
of the scheme of the All-India federation as embodied in the
Government of India Act, 1935, and is opposed to its introduc-
tion and urges upon the British government to refrain from
its enforcement as it considers the scheme to be detrimental
to the interests of the people of India generally and those of
the Muslims in particular.

That this conference further declares that no constitution
by whomsoever framed will be acceptable to the Muslims of
India unless it conforms to the principle enunciated above and
is prepared in consultation with and accepted by the All-India
Muslim League.
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Annexure [V

Foundation Document of the Movement for
Restoration of Democracy (MRD).

Declaration
(February 1981)

Despite the divergence in our political complexion, we the
signatory parties to this declaration, feel it our moral duty and
national obligation to apprise the nation of the gravity of the
situation undergoing the very existence of the federation of
Pakistan. Pakistan and martial law cannot coexist. An earlicr
martial law, under General Yahya Khan, resulted in secession
of East Pakistan. The martial law of Zia-ul-Haq today threatens
once again the existence of the federation of Pakistan. This
crisis of colossal magnitude can only be met with the united will
and support of the entire country, mobilised by a popularly
elected government.

We, therefore demand that Zia-ul-Haq quit and martial
law be lifted immediately failing which they will be removed
by the irresistible will of the people; that free, fair and impartial
elections to the National and Provincial Assemblies be held
within 3 months, in accordance with the unanimously adopted
Constitution of 1973, and power be transferred to the elected
representatives of the people; and the interests of the four
federating units be fully restored and protected.
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Annexure V
THE MRD PARTIES
Party AS IN MAY 1986 feador
1. Awami Tehrik Mr. Fazal Rahu
2. Jamiat Ulma-i-Islam (JUI) Maulana Hamid Mian
3. Mazdoor Kisan Party Mr. Fatehyab Ali Khan
4. National Democratic Party (WNDP) Khan Abdul Wali Khan
5. Pakhtoon Khaw NAP Mr. Mahmood Khan Achakzai
6. Pakistan Democratic Party (PDP)  Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan
| 7. Pakistan Muslim League Khawaja Khair-ud-Din
! 8. Pakistan National Party (PNF) Mir Ghaus Bakhsh Bizenjo
| 9. Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Miss Benazir Bhutto
10. Qaumi Muhaz-i-Azadi Mr. Meraj Muhammad Khan
| 11, Tehrik-stiglal Retd Air Marshal Mohammad
Asghar Khan




